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By Dr. Maria R. Burgio

This film written and directed by Bob Bryan is
more a documentary of the Spoken Word than
of its poets. The collective work of featured poets
has a universal message. The spoken word is the

voice.

“Voice is your power, voice is who you are,

your voice is a
says a young woman

(Poet Bridget Gray) as the film begins,
lgetanyonetakeyourvolce.

“don’t

I ntellectually engaging, the film replaces the need

to read the police roster of any newspaper, east or
west, to learn of the tragedies of American urban
landscapes. Redefinitions of the social, political, and
personal struggles of our lives reverberate with each
poem. The featured poets describe the psyche as
more than ranting, rhymes, and storytelling; there are
tears, laughter, and frustrations that surface on route
to wanting to be understood.

he film depicts the Spoken Word as activism at its

best. It means to reach the hearts and minds of
the audience because poets confront personal pain
and healing is collective. Stay honest, one poet said.
That is why the Spoken Word is performed. Its intent
is to reach the others to heal the self. In the process,
others are healed (Poet Sekou, tha Misfit).

felt | would know all the Spoken Word poets now
and forever. This universality was reflected in the
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pain of the poet with depression, the female poet
who was raped by her brother, and the poet who just
suffered for his whole class of African American youth
whose lives are squandered by a society that ignored
them, a society that cannot reach them so they re-
main useless members of their communities.

he recitations are brilliant sparking words which

connect our thoughts. We are at one time or other
suffering with depression, some addiction, lack of
employability, being rejected, not fitting in with the
others, being pimped posing as true love, and on and
on. There is no glamour in this suffering, its merely
the reality of living.
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he film depicts the Spoken Word as urban art. Other works in progress include: “Lessons of Survival: A Mem-
Where else can one see rampant pain all on one oir”; “Love Stories: A Collection of Short Stories;” and “The End
. R X of My Native Land”, a novel also adapted as a screenplay.
street? Being from Brooklyn and living in LA for five Y P Py
, .. . .
years, I've accumulated a vision of humanity that is On a Person Note:
broad in scope. The Santa Monica homeless, the New “..It was a great high to review the film. | have attended

York City homeless have a lot in common, they both spoken word functions in LA because several of my friends
live on this earth. The Spoken Word unites us in the from USC are poets. | resonate with poets. I realize that
league of humanity. If you reject it, get off the train! If without poetry there is no soul and without souls, we are
you’re not on this train, where exactly are you going? ’E’;e’e machines.”

est,

his film is for widely read poets who will witness Maria

the fluidity of storytelling. Viewers who do not
read poetry may just not get it. They may judge the
film as a ‘bunch of rappers.’ This is not so. Poetry,
rap, and songs are all the mosaic of the Spoken Word,
decidedly an important genre which is beautifully
represented in Bryan’s film.

For more info on director Bob Bryan and
Graffiti Verite’ Docu-Series
please visit http://www.graffitiverite.com
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Dr. Maria R. Burgio is a graduate of the Masters in Profes-
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psychology from New York University and an MFA in nonfiction

and creative nonfiction, Dr. Burgio cuts across disciplines to Email: brywor]d@a()l.com

produce well-informed nonfiction books for the masses.

Two of her current books include “Is my child normal? When
behavior is OK, when it’s not, how to tell the difference and
what to do next” which represents the culmination of 15 years
clinical work with children and families, and “Little Murderers,”
a psychological treatise about children who kill.
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