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“ R A P E ”  F I L M   R E V I E W S

PRELUDE TO A REVIEW OF BOB BRYAN’S “RAPE” 
by David Del Bourgo, Author

I’ve watched RAPE once. It’s a complex film and I don’t want to get too complex in 
my review. I’ll wait a while and watch it again and try to come out with a few salient 
paragraphs. It must have been a tough film to make. 

In some ways it reminds me of those stark early films by European filmmakers like 
Polanski. “Knife in the Water” comes to mind. Also Antonioni’s films about sexual 
domination, but they never tried to tackle the subject head on the way you did. 
It was always alluded to by other situations, and sometimes the woman would be 
complicit in her own violation. “Red Desert” by Antonioni comes to mind 
on that subject, as well as Goddard’s “Contempt.”  I think you’ve taken a 
brave look at the subject of impotence and violation, too. A lot to take on in 
a 21 minute movie. I applaud you. More later....

RAPE
Review by David Del Bourgo, Author

The film RAPE treats rape as a communicable disease. Raymond (Randy Thomas) caught it from his father 
and passes it along to Celeste (Michelle Dunker). He rapes and sodomize’s her while she is bound and gagged. 
At the end of the film, she frees herself and takes revenge upon him. The entire film is shot in one room with 
painted plywood walls and an unfinished plywood floor. This story is not about locations and fantastic effects. 
It simply wants to show rape in a complex way that I have never seen on the screen before. The rapist is de-
picted as both a monster and a sick and tortured man. The woman he rapes is shown as a victim who becomes 
more brutal than her victimizer.

During most of the film Raymond struggles with impotence, evoking the pathos of a wounded bull that stag-
gers short of goring the matador. Although Raymond is unable to complete the sex act, Celeste recoils from his 
every move and touch, as if their violation were as much penetration as she can tolerate. The camera is close 
on most of these scenes, showing sweat on her face and the gleam of his incisors as he groans to escape the 
nightmare of his body. We are in the room with them, and as a viewer we want to escape as much as Celeste 
wants to get away from Raymond. 

RAPE is a brutal film to watch. And that is much to its credit. Bob Bryan the auteur who single-handedly 
created this film does not want us to get comfortable with the subject. Just as we are ready to pigeonhole 
Raymond the way Celeste does at first, as a man who does not like women, but simply wants power, we are 
given an alternative point of view. Raymond’s. He does not want to be in the situation anymore than Celeste 
does. Most people would take his point of view as a mere excuse, but Randy Thomas does an excellent job of 
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convincing us that he is in utter agony as he struggles 
to take control of his body and mind, telling Celeste 
he needs her body to make him feel better. 

For a time, Celeste believes she can see through Ray-
mond and that he really does not want to hurt her. 
She cradles his head on her bosom and tells him not 
to worry, his father will not hurt him like that any-
more. Like Randy Thomas, Michelle Dunker must be 
capable of making numerous hair-pin turns during 
the short 21 minute span of this film. Both they and 
audience are on a mad dash to where? Raymond says 
he doesn’t know. He hasn’t thought that far ahead.

RAPE is almost impossible to sit through. Yet for me 
that seems necessary, as the film jabs and punches its 
way through stereotypes and our common assump-
tions about rape and rapists. Many people say that 
they would like to see rapists face the brutality and 
humiliation their victims endured. However, we get 
as little satisfaction out of Celeste’s brutal revenge as 
we did from watching the mutual agony of the rape. 

True, Raymond must shed his impotent self and be-
come our stereotype of the brutal, unfeeling rapist, 
before he can actually complete the act of sodomy, 
calling Celeste a bad little boy, the way his father did 
to him. Yet we know better. 

We have been shown convincingly what is under-
neath that stereotype. That is why we had to endure 
the film’s claustrophobic anguish. To understand that 
even in the most inhuman of circumstances, none of 
us can escape our humanity, which can be as much a 
curse as a blessing...    

_______________________________

AN UNRELENTING & UNCOMPROMISING 
FILMMAKING EXPERIENCE

Review by Aaron Woolfolk, Producer/Director/
Writer - Young Lion Entertainment

Thanks for letting me watch! RAPE is really effective! 
Provocative and unsettling. It doesn’t hold back on 
taking its gloves off, and leaves you with the feeling 
that you just had a very disturbing experience.

Don’t get me wrong: cinematically, this is a good thing 
(despite how uncomfortable the subject matter is). 
Part of what makes the film so effective is the tight 
direction, as well as the strong performances from 
the two actors.

In fact, it’s so effective that I won’t be surprised if you 
get several film festival rejections. If you do, I suspect 
it won’t be because of the quality of the actual 
filmmaking, but because of how unrelenting and 
uncompromising it is. The film may be too effective. 
But again, from my perspective, that’s a good thing.

_____________________________

RAPE: AN UNAPOLOGETIC, 
CHAOTIC ESCAPADE

Review by Mike Deet,  Filmmaker, Entrepreneur

First, thank you for letting me review RAPE; I’m 
honored!  As for a review: The short was very well 
done.  The subjects of rape and severe mental illness 
are perhaps the most debated, divisive and sensitive 
topics in modern society.  So, mashing them together 
in such an unapologetic, chaotic escapade was very 
daring (kudos).  

The film was hard-core, raw, disturbing, frightening 
and provocative - all at once.  The character arc(s) was 
the film’s best attribute: culprit-to-victim-to-culprit-
to-victim-to-victor, etc.   The dialogue / conversations 
/story line made dramatic shifts - jumps that truly 
parallel the volatile mind of a mentally unstable 
person.  

Cinematically,  it has some cold, isolated essences of 
early Polanski and Hitchcock.  [Just a note IMO: The 
non-verbal and narrative scenes were much more 
powerful than the heavy-dialogued ones.]

Overall: while watching it, I felt like a sleazy voyeur of 
a real savage sexual assault; upset & sickened yet too 
enthralled (and eager to witness the outcome) to turn 
away.  Days later, I found myself thinking about it and 
wondering if it was ‘wrong for me to have enjoyed 
watching it’.  Well done, my friend!! Good Luck with 
whatever you do with it. 

_______________________________

POWERFUL AND ASS KICKING
Prelude to a Review by Poet Johnny Masuda

Daddy had to roll a fat one after that flamethrower.  
You said to “hold onto my hat,” you should have 
advised me to have my ass bolted to the floor!  

Amazing what you can do with two good actors and 
a room.  It was powerful and ass kicking right out of 
the barrel.  There are so many things that struck me 
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good regarding RAPE.  The opening for one, like 
“boom”--blastoff.  The scene where he forces her to 
look at him, to really look at him. And her response--
undigested disdain.  It made for some sharp personal 
memories.  I could feel my rage coming out of that 
place I try to keep under control.  

I’m going to let it sit in my head a couple of days and 
watch it again.  Then I’ll write the review. At first 
blush, it’s a winner in my book.  Keep on kicking ass 
Bro!

FILMMAKER BOB BRYAN 
IS A SICK MAN

A Review of RAPE by Johnny Masuda, Poet     

RAPE.  It ought to be titled “Strap in and Hold onto 
your Sanity!”  Right from the moment the gospel 
influenced honky-tonk music hits your ears, the roller 
coaster ride through psychological hell shoots you 
into a land of cognitive dissidence--ripping you from 
your daily search for the alpha-waves.  This short film 
has punch; wear body-armor. 

The choice in actors couldn’t have been better.  Ms. 
Dunker and Mr. Thomas poured themselves into 
their roles.  When Dunker stares back into Randy 
Thomas’ eyes I felt the shame she revealed in her 
simple answer of “yes, I see you.”  As the rape victim, 
the intensity of Dunker’s inner dialogue framed her 
actions in desperate shades of adrenaline and fear.  
She bargained, pleaded, argued and even nursed 
her rapist.  But inside her burning brainpan, she was 
dancing at light speed.

Randy Thomas put my head on a spinner.  The way 
he was able to reveal his story in a paradigm of sado-
masochistic need could only be equaled by reality.  
These people exist; they live down the street, next 
door, in the apartment over the tailor’s shop.  They 
drop off your pizzas, fix your house, unplug your 
toilets and bag your groceries.  Thomas’ look fit’s like 
your best shoes.  His performance brings up all the 
uncomfortable feelings and thoughts we have that 
we don’t tell anyone about.  Not even the priest.  
Good job and kudos to both Michelle and Randy.

Bob Bryan’s work in the past has been in 
documentaries, focused on the world of the Arts in 
the urban landscape (GV Docu-Series).  Finding him 
making a horror/thriller short is a pleasant surprise 

to say the least.  Bob brings his genius to horror and I 
think it’s found a home.  Mr. Bryan is a sick man and 
giving him license to let his imagination run wild could 
get us all killed.  But I promise, we’ll go out in style. 

RAPE isn’t “Scary Movie 10.”  It’s not something 
plastic or shiny or covered in bling.  You won’t be 
laughing about it over burgers on the way home.  It 
might f*** you up.  Put lots of caution flags on this 
puppy and leave the kids at home.  Then get out 
of your walled-in existence and try something real.  
Because this is as real as it gets, without it actually 
happening to you.

_______________________________

A SICK AND SCARY MOVIE
A Review of RAPE by Thomas D’Erario

This was a interesting short film by filmmaker Bob 
Bryan.   RAPE is an intelligent thriller!  However, 
having said that, the brutal simulated sex sequences 
are totally intense. The mental illness of the character 
Raymond, as written by Bob Bryan and portrayed by 
actor Randy Thomas are sick and very scary.

In reality, I have a friend that had been raped. I 
really can’t imagine how she manages to live with 
that suffocating memory. In this film Celeste, the 
rape victim (played by Actress Michelle Dunker) was 
very believable as a strong and courageous woman. 
I would imagine that you’d have to be, in order to 
survive after going through all that insane mental and 
physical trauma.

By the end of the film (Celeste manages to escape), 
I thought that she turns the table on Raymond and 
gets her final revenge. Don’t worry I won’t reveal 
the ending! But upon reflection, after seeing all that 
blood on her face... well honestly, I’m not quite sure 
what I saw? The film is intriguingly edited like that!   

Bob I think your film was terrific and it really left me 
wondering....  Great Film, keep ‘em coming!

_______________________________

WORKING MY SUBCONSCIOUS
Prelude to a Review by Reginald Brown, 

Writer, Producer, Director

Your film is a dramatic tour-de-force!   Watching it the 
first time, made me very uncomfortable.  It was hard 
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to look at because of the situation.  At first, I thought 
maybe it would be R rated.  However, you don’t show 
any gratuitous sex and the violence is no more than 
any other film that deals with rape or violence toward 
women.  

It was the well-directed cast and the Black and 
White photography that seems to hit at things in my 
subconscious that was making it hard for me to see 
the film. Once I got over my own prejudices, I realized 
that you as an Artist triggered those feelings in me.

Other things that were working my subconscious was 
even though the woman was tied up and being raped 
by the man in the beginning, I had to suppress my own 
sexual feelings about would I do that to a woman for 
sexual pleasure?  I am telling you, your film is deep.

I have to look at it again to get a different perspective.  
But, the first time, felt like the first time I watched 
Terminator with Arnold. Intense!   Great Work Bob!  
But, let me look at it again.

CONFRONTING YOUR EMOTIONS: 
A Review of RAPE

By Reginald D. Brown, Filmmaker

Writer/Producer/Director Bob Bryan delves into a 
highly sensitive area of humanity with his tour-de-
force short cinematic gem, “RAPE.”  Watching it 
the first time, made me feel very uncomfortable.  In 
fact, it was hard for me to view the whole film the 
first time, because of the subject matter of rape and 
it’s manifestations of violent sexual abuse and the 
senseless brutality that goes along with it.

The film starts off with images of a man having sex 
with a woman who’s wearing a blindfold and tied 
up against her will.  The music underscore of 60’s 
songstress Kitty Lester singing “Love Letters” is a 
counterpoint to the images and triggers the emotional 
attachment one has with the film. 

We know immediately that the film is about 
kidnapping, rape and mental illness.  Especially, when 
after the completion of the first act of rape, the male 
character returns wearing a woman’s full length 
dress and rapes the blind-folded, tied up woman 
again.  Because the images were so shocking to me, 
I didn’t hear the voices of the woman screaming in 
horror and her voice-over narrating the action and 
also contemplating how she would break away from 

him.  I kept wanting to turn the film off and not look 
at it any more.

I could not understand why I was feeling that way.   I 
thought it was too X-Rated for my tastes.  However, 
in the film , there is no gratuitous sex.  It is simulated, 
with no body parts revealed.  The violence in the film 
is no more than what you might see in a prime time 
crime drama like “Law and Order SVU” or “CSI.”  Yet, 
I couldn’t stand to watch the film.

So, after watching it the first time, I had to question 
my feelings.  Did I subconsciously enjoy the images of 
having sex with a woman tied up against her will?  Did 
I subconsciously wish I could be the woman’s savior 
and kill the man because he had a mental illness and 
I would be justified in doing so?

Then I thought to myself, Bob Bryan, the Artist-
Director got me.  The helmer’s juxtaposition of 
images, music and sounds triggered emotions in my 
subconscious that rose to the top.  And isn’t that the 
role of an Artist?  To make one feel uncomfortable... 
to feel and think?

So, with my prejudices put aside, I looked at the film 
again.  I found it to be more thought-provoking and 
yet still intense.  The arc of the film goes from the 
woman being captured by her kidnapper and then 
switched to a role-reversal, where the woman is now 
in charge and has assumed the same sadistic role as 
her kidnapper. Poetic Justice or what?

I recommend this film highly.  But, don’t hide from 
the emotions it invokes.  Confront your emotions!  
That is how we can come to understanding the mind 
of a mentally ill rapist and someone that commits 
atrocious sexual crimes against humanity.

_______________________________

RAPE IN REVIEW
by Craig Ross Jr., Filmmaker

“I dug it, RAPE was a trip. Very alternative. You did 
your thing. Did you write that?”

_______________________________

TRANSFERENCE OF EVIL
Review by Glenn Towery, Filmmaker

I watched RAPE this morning and would like to 
share these thoughts with you about the project. 
RAPE is a very compelling film filled with angst, 
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emotion and bitter retribution for both of its featured 
characters. It is a study on what can become of the 
human psyche once exposed to senseless abuse of 
any kind. It presents in the end a question of morality 
and an unresolved need for retribution and revenge 
which is created in the victim as it had been created 
in the perpetrator of the rape.

 In the end it is about transference of evil in human kind. 
The real fiends in this short classic, Raymond’s father 
and mother, seem to get away unscathed by what has 
happened to their little innocent boy Raymond. One 
feels both pity and shame for Raymond at the same 
time. A confusing twist of emotions to experience 
conjointly, for sure.

I felt sorry for Celeste, whom I hoped could somehow 
become a healing balm for her torturer, Raymond, 
but alas, in the end she proved to be even more 
diabolical than Raymond. I say that  because what she 
does to Raymond in the end, is symbolically less than 
a castration of his parts than it is a castration of all 
that was once good moral and caring in her person. 
Celeste castrates Raymond in full knowledge that he 
is a very sick individual. Which makes Celeste sicker 
than Raymond in a more wicked way. 

I can see why this film was given so much deserved 
award at the time of its creation. I watched it with full 
attention from beginning to end and enjoyed every 
second of it.   Nice work Bob Bryan. Very well done.

_______________________________

HOW I SEE IT! 
A Film Review  f

rom a Women’s Point of View  
by Guera Loca

Wowzers!   This film subject is never an easy subject 
to watch. However, while watching RAPE one may 
to even begin to have more of an understanding 
about the rapists’ dark past, and begin to feel sorry 
for him. 

The close-ups were my favorite part and it adds to 
the Darkness. I also loved the camera angles. RAPE 
definitely deserves a film award!  The ending was no 
surprise whether she died, whether she was set free, 
or whether they stayed together, didn’t even matter. 
This film has great insight to both sides of the complex 
Rape issue. None in which are good and noone wins.

_______________________________

RAPE - AN ACTOR’S PERSPECTIVE
Review by Davyd, Actor/Writer/Activist

It was rather interesting. I like how she attempted to 
turn things around and help Raymond deal with his 
issues. Though to suddenly make the decision that 
she (Celeste) can’t help ...where did that come from? 

Once she worked her way to freedom and then 
decides to return, turns the table for me and shows me 
that she has her own underlying personal unresolved 
issues i.e.: Anger, resentment and pain.  Her switch 
was truly more than revenge. She had some trauma 
in her past that had surfaced, it seems. 

I can see where RAPE definitely leaves room for 
much lively conversation, covering many issues, at 
least 6 to 8, I would briefly say... enough to cover a 
full hour of class session.  Thank you & God Bless!

_______________________________

GREAT JOB!
 Review by Ron Duke Evans

Just finished watching the clip. Loved the camera 
angles, shots, great actors. I believe one of the most 
difficult things to do when shooting in one location is 
to keep the interest of the viewer, and that you did. 
Great job, bro!  

 _______________________________

RAPE
Film by Director Bob Bryan

(written, produced, shot and edited)
© 2013

Cinevue International Film Festival Competition
Best Short Award: Dealing with Mental Illness

Starring: 
Michelle Dunker, Randy Thomas

Film Reviewed by Floyd Boykin Jr.,  
Editor/Founder  of 

SpokenVizions Magazine

It is never “comfortable” watching the depiction of 
rape by any means, even through the vehicle of art 
showing awareness, or giving attention to something 
so horrendous.  The last time I felt such discomfort 
in watching a film was during the rape scene in “For 
Colored Girls” by Tyler Perry.  

GV DOCUMENTARY SERIES    www.graffitiverite.com



7

GV DOCUMENTARY SERIES    www.graffitiverite.com

With that being said, even though the two films are 
extremely different, the point is that the depiction of 
such abuse was very powerful.  

Upon my initial viewing of the opening scene of the 
film, it reminded me of all the senseless pain, vio-
lence, and in humane ways that society treats women 
throughout the world, all in the name of power, greed 
and mentally sickness. 

What was so compelling about this short film is the 
way Mr. Bryan took us on a roller coaster ride about 
a man who was obviously emotionally, mentally, and 
physically destroyed as a child by the hands of his de-
monic father.  Because of his abuse, turmoil as a child, 
and his untreated mental condition, he punished an 
innocent person, just in the way that he was pun-
ished. 

Pathological this film is because it shows that this par-
ticular illness is passed down from generation to gen-
eration.  The father to “Raymond” (played by Randy 
Thomas) was more than likely treated in the same 
way as a child. There were two victims in this film and 
for a split second, Celeste (played by Michelle Dunk-
er,) showed compassion for her victimizer. 

Partly what I gathered from this film is that mental 
illness is or can be created through circumstances in-
flicted upon someone through others suffering from 
a mental illness.  Although no one would ever blame 
Celeste for what she appeared to have done at the 
end of the film, she is now mentally, emotionally, and 
spiritually broken.

What will become of her?  She has been kidnapped, 
tortured, raped, dehumanized, devalued, and trau-
matized.  Did she let this man who tortured her go, or 
now are there two people who will need help, in need 
for psychological treatment and examination?  What 
did this situation turn her into?   

This is indeed a roller coaster ride, but this shows 
how RAPE stripes a person of there “innocence” 
on many different levels.  It shows that rape is more 
than just a physical violation of someone’s life, but it 
IS the destruction of someone’s emotional, physical 
and spiritual well being.  

_______________________________

DISTURBINGLY GOOD
Review by Curtis Hedges, Producer

“Disturbingly good. A sickening portrayal of the  
dichotomy and psychology  between victim and 
rapist.”

_______________________________

REVIEW OF RAPE: THE SHORT MOVIE
 by Jonathan Meyer 

First off, the opening sequence SET the tone for the 
rest of the short, Outstanding!  I’m not sure of the 
actual real numbers or percentages of Rape cases, but 
you seem to have nailed the typical profile of rapist, as 
well as going farther by having him regressing / flash-
backing to earlier experiences that have ultimately 
manifested into the current situation.

I was actually rather pleased to see that you didn’t go 
with the “run-of-the-mill” ending, but instead went 
with the darker more “personal justice” ending. 

All-in-all I was left with a feeling of “Good for You” 
lady, as odd as that may sound. I would like to thank 
you again for this opportunity, and if you are to 
ever need another film reviewed I would love the 
opportunity.  Thanks Bob!

_______________________________

“WHAT HAVE I BECOME?”
Review by DDB

RAPE is tragic! It is a tale of perverse perversion.  
RAPE takes us on the mad journey of the rapist 
(Raymond) and his pathetic needs to fulfill his carnal 
needs, his sad twisted life, childhood delusions, 
impotency and manic rage. Raymond festers in his 
deep-seeded desire to gain false adulation, then 
suddenly propels his merciless rage onto his innocent 
female victim Celeste.

Celeste is fearful, but certainly not docile.  Her voice-
over narration tells us she wants revenge, that she 
wants him to pay for his transgressions. Her dialogue 
clearly exhibits that she is thinking of strategic ways 
to console him and make herself “a partner.” She 
offers him reassurances and comfort.  Yet, this tactic 
fails, as she is physically assaulted and battered 
by Raymond’s demented mind filled with demonic 
deceit and decadence.
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It was midway through the film before they finally 
exchanged names, (which may happen in these types 
of situations); it seemed so displaced in reference to 
the ongoing events. Yet, here is our turn of events! 
She continues the dialogue until he gradually loses 
his focus, he does not kill her, he falls asleep. Taking 
advantage of this opportunity, she is able to break 
free of her restraints and escape to safety.

However, something strange happens to her mind-
set, as she turns around and sees him lying on the 
floor unconscious. This is where the tale becomes 
truly twisted. The victim becomes the assailant.  
She places the rapist into restraints and begins a 
sickening carnage of vile blood-lust.  Our heroine has 
turned psycho.  The deep-seeded well of her own 
internalized rage manifests to turn Celeste into a truly 
tragic figure, not a heroic one.

_______________________________

POWERFUL WORK! 
Review by Jim Jacobmeyer, 
Professor / Art Instructor

Wow! Where did this one come from Bob?  Intense! 
Unsettling... camera angle and lighting added to that 
feeling. Excellent acting. Powerful work!

_______________________________

TRAGIC CYCLE OF ABUSE
Review by Joshua Silverstein

Just finished watching RAPE. Wow! What an inter-
esting take on the psychological and victimizing cycle 
of the rapist. This is very ballsy of you, my friend.

It’s extremely difficult to cinematically create sympa-
thy for the abuser, while simultaneously maintaining 
sympathy for the abused. Especially in the conversa-
tion of rape.  While very uncomfortable to watch for 
all the obvious reasons, I do find it very important to 
tell these tales; so that we don’t ever forgot that this 
tragic cycle still continues to permeate our society to-
day.   

With reservation, I understand that oftentimes it’s 
necessary to depict such horror, so we can have an 
on-going conversations and seek healthy solutions to 
such a horrendous act, that effects so many women 
and men.  Keep creating your art, my brother. And I 
will continue to support.  Peace! 

 _______________________________

HORROR STORY
Review by Anthony “Click” Rivera

“Friggin’ creepy, lol! Kinda felt sorry  for the dude at 
one point.   Definitely creepy though...”

 _______________________________

MUTUAL SELF-DESTRUCTION: 
AN OBSERVATION 

Review by Pierre Jean Paul

After reading about this short film, it came to me 
that both of these individuals are victims. Raymond, 
whose non-parental parents are apparently absence 
in his life and the abuse he’s endured from his sick 
father led him to his current state-of-mind.

I am not saying that Raymond had an excuse for the 
destructive crime which he committed, but I think its 
abundantly clear, that his suffering is deep-seated and 
ever destructive to both himself and to those around 
him. I was more intrigued by the attacker, believe or 
not, than the rape victim.

_______________________________

OUCH!
Review by Edward

Ya, that was an intense movie alright!  RAPE has 
good actors, that really took on their roles. I liked how 
the cinematography made the background look dark 
and cold, which matched the mood of the film. 

Mental issues in general are very difficult and 
oftentimes impossible to cope with. In terms of what 
happened to the character Raymond in the past, I’ve 
heard, that’s how pedophiles got the way they are. 
This is a very delicate and hard subject to tackle. This 
movie is definitely not for everybody. 

Good movie...BTW, how come she had to cut off his 
penis?...  That’s  really messed up, she could have just 
stabbed him. But I guess it was what she had turned 
into; a mentally disturbed survivor.  Thanks for letting 
me watch it.       

_______________________________

HITCHCOCKIAN STYLE FILMMAKING
Review by Pigeon

Hey! I really, really like the Hitchcockian style of your 
film. The ending was a wild twist. I honestly didn’t 
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think she would have such sympathy for Raymond 
and then turn to such revenge on him. Great ending!

_______________________________

THE TWILIGHT ZONE OF CLINICAL AND 
HORROR/THRILLER

Review by Mike Chinea, Indie Filmmaker / Producer

This is my opinion and your mileage may vary. I think 
you’re closer to Dario Argento than Polanski and for 
the genre that is a good thing. 

Very creative use of the economy of a single set that 
was reminiscent of some of Rod Sterling’s work in 
the “Twilight Zone” and it should do well in some 
festivals. You did a great job getting your point across. 
The audience can see your point of view but I think 
you can cut it in half and still have the same effect. 
On one hand the title is raw and to-the-point and on 
another hand it is unimaginative.
 

I think RAPE is caught on a fence between a clinical 
and a horror/thriller theme and it has a hard time 
knowing which way to go. 

It will do you well to re-cut, tighten up and focus on 
tension and suspense. You are obviously very talented 
so don’t be lazy, put your ego and pride aside and I 
think you might have something outstanding.

That’s my opinion as a senior citizen and a younger 
audience may see it differently, thanks for sharing.

_______________________________

REVIEW OF RAPE
by Katherine Norland, Actress

RAPE was much better than I expected (especially 
for the subject matter), pretty haunting. The torment 
of that man stayed with you, and it’s unbelievable 
how the circle of abuse perpetuates in this film, as 
well as, in real life...Your film brought up some very 
tough issues and questions that I don’t know if any hu-
man has the answer for?  Well done on all accounts!

_______________________________

RAPE
A Film Short directed by Bob Bryan

Review by Debbie Martin

“I apologize. I couldn’t get thru the first scene...”
_______________________________

DISTURBING!
Review by Camille Calvin

RAPE was really good! Kudos on building Raymonds’ 
(the rapist) character. I was able to sympathize with 
him, even though he was so disturbing. Congratts!
 Keep creating your magic!  

_______________________________

PRELUDE TO A FILM REVIEW 
by Rhonda Harper, 

Entrepreneur / Radio Personality / Surfer

To Bob Bryan: Here’s my issue. My writing is not the 
same. Trying to convey thoughts articulately is hard 
right now which for any writer is difficult. I don’t feel 
comfortable with what I wrote so far and as a survi-
vor I feel I owe to women to be clear n frank. I’ll send 
what I have & you tell me what you think.

###

To my FB friends: “I just wrote a review for the RAPE 
by Bob Bryan. That was the most draining movie re-
view I have ever written. It took longer to write that 
than another piece of work to date, but I got over my-
self and finished it.”

###

To Rhonda by Bob Bryan:  Rhonda I’m thrilled I was 
able to be a catalyst and push you into the proverbial 
“corner” where you were able to evoke the courage 
to confront your own angry personal demons, there-
by coming out on the other side, with pride of your 
contiguous exorcism.  This is the way we grow. “No 
pain no gain.”

Welcome into the light...and I know that your journey 
is far from the peak and that you have far to go be-
fore you wake (awake).

Evolution is an excruciating process!

Feel free to elaborate upon your anger and subter-
raneous hostilities and amend your RAPE writings, at 
any time in the future, if you feel the urge. 

I will GLADLY AND OPENLY accept updates from you...
Peace within and without.

Your supportive friend always,

Bob Bryan, Filmmaker

_______________________________
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Film Review
“IT WAS RAW! IT WAS REAL! 

IT WAS A GREAT SHORT FILM!”  
RAPE by Bob Bryan

Reviewed by Rhonda Rochelle

In the history of my movie review career, I don’t think 
there has ever been a more difficult topic to have to 
cover. Rape. 

The title RAPE alone had me apprehensive about 
previewing the movie. When initially presented to 
me the real-life kidnap victim, Amanda Berry had yet 
to be found. So at the time, this review was simply 
about a movie.

At first glance Bob Bryan’s short film RAPE is about 
a woman kidnapped by a crazed man. An atypical 
rape movie... the big difference in RAPE is the emo-
tional core of the writing. My overwhelming respon-
sive personal emotions was “cause for the pause” in 
my writing this review.

RAPE, a black and white film by underground film-
maker Bob Bryan, is a true Bob Bryan production. 
The attention to drawing out the emotional is excep-
tional. Even though this is a short film the emotional 
intensity was full-feature-film quality.

I turned the film off twice, unable to finish. Why? Was 
it the graphic sexual violence or the expectation of a 
looming murder? NO!  I got angry. I was so angry !!
So I walked away.... The result was that I questioned 
myself for the first time in over 26 years.  Could I be 
her?

I found myself imaging that if I had the chance to do 
it all over again, would I have done things differently? 
Was my attacker from the same background? The an-
swers never came.

I did not see the ending coming. I was then a fan 
again of Bob Bryan. A filmmaker that took my nerves 
to the edge, but then landed me safely on a silver-
lined cloud. Bob Bryan wasted no time trying to be 
PC about the subject. It was raw! It was real! It was a 
great short film!

As I began to write my first review, I realized that it 
was “Sexual Assault Month.” Rapper Rick Ross was 
under fire for offensive lyrics referring to rape. Charles 
Ramsey had just rescued Amanda Berry. I held off 

writing out of respect. It wasn’t the right time.

There was no easy way to simply write a review about 
RAPE. The first draft was angry. I was mad at Bob 
Bryan for bringing this film to life. Mad that men nev-
er understand the psyche’ of the victims. The second 
draft was for the masses. Easy to on the eye but had 
no soul.

I secretly want to see it again. This time I am more 
emotionally prepared.

_______________________________

REVIEW OF RAPE  
by Patty Christopher

 
“Wow, that was quite a ride! Just rewards are his! 
Good job my friend!“ 

_______________________________

OBSERVATIONS ON RAPE: THE FILM
by Charles Claymore

Holy Shit, Bob! I don’t know what to say? You definitely 
know what you’re doing.

To be up front and display my bias, I’m not a fan of 
either the slasher or serial killer genres. That’s just 
how it is. I’ve read titles such as John Fowler’s (I think, 
look it up)”The Collector”, of which this reminds me 
(and that was like early ‘90’s), as well as most of the 
classics up to “Silence of the Lambs”, and feel it’s a 
worn cliche’ in which non-psychologists attempt to 
use pop-psychological concepts to drive images and 
superficial ideas. Porn, really!

 And let me tell you about the Mass Communications/
Psychology lab experiment to which I was unknowingly 
subjected to at the University involving “Snuff Porn,” 
sometimes my friend! Oh man, rough stuff.

You’ve taken on an array of subjects, a variety of types 
of abuse, mental illness, violence, rape, mass-media 
issue posturing, including your use thereof, and utilized 
your talents to condense decades of discussion and 
media content on these matters all compressed into 
several short scenes with actors seemingly exhausted 
from the emotional content, and working their asses 
off, and then said, “All right, discuss!” Good for you.

People will talk about these subjects. Use it that way. 
You’re walking a real fine line here and I both applaud 
you for it and point out that I see it, as well.  



t’s an interesting game, Bob. You’ve done a lot of cool 
work over the years, keep pushing that envelope in 
ways you feel need to be done.  (I apologize for the 
delay, but I simply didn’t have the words.)

_______________________________

RAPE FOR THOSE 
WHO HAVE THE CAJONES

by Thomas Rowe

Bobby,  Love the poster!   The   reviews echoed what I 
felt when I watched it.  Very unsettling.   

For me the revenge really bothered me (ah 
compassion...) Great reviews!  I think it will attract 
producers and others to you.   Now you have to decide 
if that is what you want?  (Ah , dilemmas...) Are you 
entering festivals?  Sundance comes to mind (if they 
had the cajones!)   Love Ya,  Tom

_______________________________

RAPE A PERFECT CHOICE
by Matt Martin, Actor

Here are my thoughts about “RAPE.” First, great 
concept and idea.  I like the story line.  It’s very 
interesting to explore the background of why someone 
would do what they do and the reality of that.  Not 
only that, but the result of those actions, as it pertains 
to the victim.  Very unique.

Secondly, the black and white was a perfect choice 
visually.  I think the contrast could even have been a 
little more, but overall the look was perfect for the 
subject matter.  

RAPE had some really great angles and shot choices.  
In addition, I also enjoyed the actors performances.  I 
think the actress Michelle Dunker who played Celeste 
was better than Randy Thomas who played Raymond.  
However, both actors did very well with the subject 
material and the dark subject matter,  really committing 
to the story and the arc of the characters.

Overall, I really liked the piece.  I was actually pretty 
surprised because I wasn’t sure what to expect and 
the subject matter is very close to my heart, being that 
my fiance is a two-time rape survivor.  I’m guessing 
you’re already submitting this to festivals and I think 
you should.  Keep me posted on its journey.   :)

_______________________________

RAPE BY BOB BRYAN
Review by Jack Bowman,  LMFT

The new short film from Bob Bryan examines 
the complexity and darkness surrounding rage 
as it transfers from rapist to victim: the acts; why 
they happen and the use of another to vent out 
psychological damage is examined in raw neo-noir 
detail.

Personally, I love long shadows, they are used as 
blankets in the film, the two players are surrounded 
by them throughout. 

The song “Love Letters” by Kitty (or Ketty) Lester rec. 
1962 (Young and Heyman) is used here as a sad ironic 
twist is classic and reminiscent of its use in David 
Lynch’s Blue Velvet in 1986.

Bob is telling us that sometimes abuse victims turn 
into abusers if they are left to their own devices.  In 
reality if there is enough trauma, even people who 
have no extraordinary evil at the beginning change if 
they are traumatized enough. 

This is a dark story of the pain we afflict on one 
another and the consequences of what is done with 
it. Well crafted, disturbing, raw and brilliant.                                                                                  

Love, Peace and Knowledge
Jack G. Bowman,  MA LMFT 42855
http://www.youtube.com/JackGBowman
http://www.facebook.com/jackgbowman
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/621420.Jack_
Bowman
http://www.bluecanvas.com/jackbowman

My Poetry Books:  
• Thanatos on a Southland Freeway (2001)
• Paranormal Libido (2002)
• Incarnate Canals of Mars (2003)
• Unnatural Fire (2004)
• Diamonds in the Sand (2007)
• Moths Singed by Moonlight (2008)
• Vision and Presence (2009)
• Serpents in the Stratosphere (2010)
• A Walk into Darkness (2011)
• Red Velvet Apocalypse (2012)
• Other Realms of Being (2013)
•  My Therapy Books:
• The 8 week Self-Esteem Workbook (2011)

All books available at Amazon.com. 

Original music also available on www.Amazon.com,   
see “Jack Bowman and the VIPs”

_______________________________
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MONSTERS AMONG US   
A Review of RAPE by Mary Ann Lucero

“What have I become?” was uttered by the character 
Celeste, victim in this horrific narrative short RAPE.  

In light of the current news on the vicious assaults 
on women, I scream out, “What have we become as 
a society?”  I put off writing my review of RAPE for 
quite some time, admittedly for personal reasons. 
But today is the day! 

RAPE was written masterfully in my opinion.   
Filmmaker Bob Bryan is widely known for his cinema 
verite’ style of contemporary documentaries. This 
film gave me additional insight into the many layers 
of the genius that Bryan can draw upon. 

Shot in starkly contrasted black and white, this 
cinematography produced  “shades of gray” reactions 
within me.  It reminded me of the emotional impact 
that Orson Welle’s classic masterpiece Citizen Kane 
had on me.

In RAPE, the Actors gave phenomenal performances 
that were raw, real, and compelling.    Up-close and 
personal the film dramatically drew me into the 
room along with the actors; we were all held captive, 
never closing our eyes for a fearful moment. At first 
watch, the film stabbed my soul like a form of psychic 
torture. After a second viewing I was more mentally 
prepared even though the subject matter is ghastly 
and horrific.  In my life my inner thoughts and feelings 
have become so guarded over the years, it’s not 
an easy one for me being a child survivor of sexual  
abuse.

Author Harper Lee wrote in his book To Kill a 
Mockingbird, “you never really understand a person 
until you consider things from his point of view... until 
you climb inside of his skin and walk around in it.”  
Indeed, Bryan’s short illuminates this very point.  Bob 
Bryan opens up a much needed discussion of rape, 
which is a very complicated, sensitive and personal 
issue.   
He dares to hold a mirror up to our society in order 
for us to experience how horrific and brutal rape 
really is. Bryan has the courage and wisdom to not 
shy away from standard political correctness. He is 
true to his art!   This film affirmed to me that even 
though decades have past, the emotional scars that 
survivors endure is ever-present in our everyday lives. 

I am optimistic that in time we will be made whole 
but for today we must have the courage to confront 
the MONSTERS that live among us.  

These Monsters rely upon our inability to tell the 
truth as they prey upon innocence. I have discovered 
that monsters exist in many different forms and they 
come in all shades of gray and more importantly they 
are everywhere.  

A masterful work of art...I highly recommend RAPE 
for viewing in schools where we would hopefully 
address the provocative and real question of  “what 
have we become?”

_______________________________

A ROLLER COASTER RIDE OF EMOTIONS
A Review of RAPE by Tony

Wow, what an insane film.  It left me feeling a little 
weird inside.  Around the end of the film I didn’t know 
who to feel sorry for anymore.  I didn’t know how to 
feel after the film ended; it was pretty disgusting, 
very graphic and sad.   

It got me thinking a little deeper and left me feeling a 
little depressed. It was a good film Bob! I’m not sure 
if that’s what you want your fans to feel, but all of a 
sudden I want to go hug my wife. Hahaha -  thanks for 
the roller coaster ride of emotions.

_______________________________

MADNESS
Review by Jay Nefcy, Dir. of Photography (Retired)

Good job Bob. I really liked the appropriate use of 
black & white and minimum use of color. It felt to me 
like it went along perfectly with the madness of the 
characters.  This piece RAPE  should get you a lot 
of props.

_______________________________

HOLD ONTO YOUR HAT
A Review of RAPE 

by Alexander Folk,  Producer

You were absolutely right, it was a hell of a ride.  It 
really makes you want to do something about mental 
illness.  Bob you have a real keen eye for what you’re 
doing and you do it so well.

_______________________________
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RAPE REVIEW
by Maya Hall

Thanks Bob! I viewed RAPE more as a “Saw” short.  
Initially, the music threw me off in the beginning. Had 
I not read the back story I would have thought it was 
just a couple having issues and him referring back to 
his traumatic childhood.  

I didn’t find it offensive or near what I went thru.   It 
was a good ending, it did have me wondering  would 
she take him out or choose to run away. I don’t see 
why you couldn’t release it, really.   We are so used to 
violence I expected more.   It was nicely done.   Thanks 
for the look see.

_______________________________

RAPE, A FILM SHORT 
by Filmmaker Bob Bryan

Review by Melanie Wise, Founder of The Artemis 
“Women in Action” Film Festival

Holy Buckets!  That subject matter is … WOW!  And 
your actors were incredibly brave!   

Very well done film!  I can see why it could be seen 
as ‘controversial’!  I’ll bet you get a huge pile of flack 
from women for it too!  If you don’t mind my asking, 
what inspired you to create it?  Thanks for sharing it.  
You really are an amazing filmmaker.   

_______________________________

RAPE: THE SHORT FILM 
directed by Filmmaker Bob Bryan

Review by Pablo Cruzz

Well, ok Bob ... Wow, Powerful Piece!  Well done, all 
the way around.  Good writing, good shooting and 
good editing. The acting .. whew!  (that actor tore it 
up!) 

RAPE is not just about captivity and rape, rather 
it’s more about power and bullying at it’s lowest 
common denominator... A bold film!    Hey... I noticed 
more works by yourself up there, would you mind if i 
take a peek at them?  I’m a proud fan now!

_______________________________

‘RAPE’ FILM REVIEW 
by Jazz MaGee

http://nightwriter357.blogspot.com/ 
Rape is the crime of having intercourse with a man 
or woman forcibly and without his or her consent 
is the definition displayed in the opening credits 
of Director, Bob Bryan’s film ‘RAPE.’ Most state 
legislation on rape have various statues. For example, 
rape/sodomy, rape/torture, threatening, bodily 
injury or any number of special circumstance clauses, 
including rape with foreign objects. Rape is never 
about the sexual act itself. This film is depicting the 
mindset of the rapist, the protagonist in this film. We 
get to see perpetrator as victim.

Rape is vile and heinous. The thought of it enrages 
us. ‘RAPE’ allows us to look closely, not just at the 
act of rape, but more so, the instigator of it; who this 
person is and why is this happening. We see human 
frailty. The irony in this film is not the victim’s horrific 
experience. The lens is on the criminal. Shot in closed 
framing POV of the characters allows us a degree of 
intimacy with him and her.

Surprisingly, the sex-induced scenes are not hard to 
watch. Perhaps it is because of the erotic imagery 
of bound and gagged intercourse or the acceptable 
American cultural art form of Japanese bondage. There 
is little to no blood in the scenes. From the beginning, 
‘RAPE’ leaves us to surmise if it is pleasure or pain 
that we’re watching. It is the character dialogue that 
makes the distinction.

The nuances in this film are how the director is 
marrying mental illness with the act of rape. In 
addition, the black and white shadowy silhouettes 
add a subtle psychotic element to ‘RAPE.’ Psychosis, 
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as we know it, denotes mental illness, one of three 
prevailing themes in this film. Power and control, real 
or imagined, are characteristic of rape. We see cause 
and effect in the first half of the film relived through 
childhood sexual abuse. The adult neurosis magnifies 
anxiety, phobia and an inability to deal with reality. It 
is not unusual to see adult victims of childhood abuse 
take on chameleon-like personas or split personalities. 
This defense mechanism is a coping skill for untreated 
abuse. In ‘RAPE,’ one scene is indicative of that 
when Raymond, the lead, starts to simulate verbally 
and physically the sexual innuendos perpetrated 
against him by becoming the abused child. That raw 

turning point flashed my 
mindset back to a couple 
of films where split 
personality disorders 
were portrayed, and well 
I might add. Actress, Halle 
Berry in the film (2010) 
‘Frankie and Alice’ and 
actor, Edward Norton in 
(1996) ‘Primal Fear’ both 
cleverly played up their 
dysfunctional roles in 

those films.

Sound and music create ambiance and affects the 
psyche and interpretation of films. Filmmakers 
use music to create, contrast, allude, infer, mask 
or parallel themes and the tone of scenes. There is 
an interesting choice of music dancing with the sex 
in ‘RAPE.’ It is slow, subtle, almost mesmerizing, 
sultry even, an unintentional hint of sensuality and is 
probably why we can watch at least one of the rape 
scenes in this film without flinching. One of the lyrical 
verses sweetly croons: Love letters straight from the 
heart…Keep us so near while apart…I memorized 
every line…I kissed the name you sigh…Love letters 
straight from the heart …

Not surprisingly, halfway through, our antagonist, 
Celeste, uses her own brand of psychological 
manipulation to get back at her rapist. While most 
victims of rape would like some kind of sweet revenge, 
and they get it, usually by reporting rape crimes that 
lead to arrests resulting in lengthy incarceration.

Celeste, we infer, believing in the spiritual law 

KARMA: Kick Ass, Remain Mute, then Attack, in other 
words, an eye for an eye, retaliates against Raymond, 
her rapist. He suffers yet again, this time, reliving that 
abusive childhood at her hands. The idea that the 
victims of rape can find some solace by inflicting the 
abuse against them upon someone is a temporary 
notion at best. Here again, the director is trying to 
get us to look at mental sickness within the context 
of sexual abuse.

Rapists are mentally ill criminals and many were 
sexually-victimized themselves. We get this ugly 
truth! This is what the film is screaming at us. Both the 
victim and the perpetrator need treatment. Handcuffs 
and throwing away the key is not the one-size-fit-all 
remedy. Psychiatric medical research coupled with 
viable mental illness diagnosis and recovery must 
marry, so that both victims of rape can heal.

###

A PAINFULLY 
ARTICULATE REVIEW OF 

RAPE: THE MOVIE 
by Jazz MaGee

(from Bob Bryan, Director of RAPE)

Firstly, I’m honored that you chose to review my film 
RAPE, especially following your masterful blog 
review of DJango: The Movie directed by Quentin 
Tarantino  (a personal hero of mine).  

Honestly, I’m not quite sure how to process that 
reality!

Secondarily, you were smart enuff to actually see the 
complex paradigm that I presented within the script 
dynamics. Mental illness alone is volatile stuff, mix in 
a hot subject like Rape and there’s plenty of room for 
subjective pre-digested stereotypical assumptions 
regarding both subject areas to spill all over the page.

Jazz, you actually took the time to see the human 
being behind the monster and pierce the complex 
veil of dual victimhood. Kudos to your courage, 
your emotional insights and intelligent perceptions. 
Nothing is as obvious as it appears at first blush. 

As the conceptualizer of the script, I certainly know 
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that it was not an easy process for you and as a woman 
I’m sure it pushed allot of your psychological buttons, 
(which of course was the intent of the script). 

So again Ms. Jazz MaGee, I am more than honored 
that you chose to turn your bright light on my film. 
Keep up the brilliant work....

All the very best,
Bob Bryan, Filmmaker 

_______________________________

“IN MY HUMBLE OPINION, 
RAPE: THE MOVIE 

IS DEFINITELY 
CANNES FILM FESTIVAL 

WORTHY.”
Film Review by Matthew Moppins

“I was almost late to work. I couldn’t wait to screen it. 
I can’t go into full detail right now, but I will say this. 
Wow! “

Returned to writing this review the next day: I 
expected one thing and you took me somewhere 
else.  In the end, I watched a woman become what 
she feared most.  Truly amazing!

After watching your film, I realized I saw it from 3 
different points of view: The rapist point of view, as 
a degenerate.  The victim’s point of view as both a 
violated entity and then as the dominant force.  At 
one point, she even seemed to show compassion for 
him.  And when she had the opportunity to escape, 
she changed her mind and decided to initiate her own 
form of justice.  She became what she feared. She 
transformed into the very thing she detested. Hence 
the question: “what have I become?”

In my humble opinion, this is definitely Cannes Film 
Festival worthy. The artistry is there.”

_______________________________

RAPE:  A SHORT FILM 
BY FILMMAKER BOB BRYAN 

**DISTURBINGLY COMPELLING**
Review by Jen Hooser

Bob, I watched it!! Awesome job!! Thank you for 
sharing and allowing me to review it! First off, let me 
state it wasn’t what I expected and I was delightfully 
surprised! Secondly, the character build up for 
Raymond was not only amazing, but touching as 
well.   The actor’s portrayal was both gripping and 
compelling. I actually felt sympathy for the rapist at 
one point! Lastly, I love the twist at the end... it was 
totally unpredictable and just goes to show how such 
a vicious circle can keep going ‘round.

You know its interesting, I was just talking with some 
friends about people who are abused (especially men) 
as children  (whether it’s physical, sexual (mostly), 
emotional, or mentally) usually end up as predators 
when they become adults.  Really sad after-effect! 

This short film isn’t for everyone...  It’s a very raw look 
at reality.  If y’all don’t know the brilliant Filmmaker 
Bob Bryan now is your chance! 

Again, thank you Bob for sharing.  You are an awesome 
at what you do.  Keep on keeping on!  I look forward 
to seeing more of your work! “

_______________________________

“I AM A SURVIVOR OF RAPE” 
by Laura

My review of RAPE: The Movie Short - I have to 
say that technicality, the acting and everything else 
in the film was really good.  I really enjoyed that part 
of the movie.  

Now as of the content of the movie, it’s an interesting 
standpoint that I have to say.  RAPE, the movie 
does give a certain point of view.

I’m sure that some rapers do have that kind of 
background, do have their own demons that they 
have to fight when they are going through their mania.
However personally I think the reality in RAPE is far 
and few between that is what really happens in that 
type of situation.

Nah...  I am a survivor and I was held against 
my will, raped, tortured for 5 hours, and then 
stabbed in,  left 4 dead and that guy had no 
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background like that whatsoever, he was just 
sick.

But over all I liked it (the movie.) Well written and 
acted out.Riveting! Very moving... 

The emotional and physical rape. I went thru every 
emotion.”

_______________________________

RAPE REVIEW 
by Rosie Cagle

Yes.. Very emotional, moving. Well presented though. 
I felt angry and nauseated. But I felt angry, sad, mad 
and upset at what happened to Raymond.

Celeste’s rape was gripping and hostile. Celeste 
seemed empowered and engaged at the end, payback 
for her was the ends to a means for her. Raymond’s 
rape sickening me more. Mentally and emotionally 
Raymond was reliving the rape by his father. I was 
even more upset that the father created this monster 
in Raymond.

The evil wheel spinning in the same direction onto 
someone else.  As bad as this sounds... I enjoyed it!



- RAPE Main Website:  http://www.graffitiverite.com/RAPE_Main_Page.htm
- Press Release: http://www.graffitiverite.com/RAPE_PressRelease.pdf
- PR Production Stills: http://www.graffitiverite.com/RAPE_Main_Page_files/Page316.htm
- Official Trailer 

_______________________________

“FOR MATURE AUDIENCES ONLY”

RAPE is not available  for commercial sale or distribution

Festival and Online Film Review Screenings Only.       
(Screenings by invitation only.  Please Inquire with Loida @ bryworld@aol.com)
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